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. Christmas-week invasion.; o
* ''The ‘report: notes - first’:that” the
bloody coup which replaced one Soviet. -

ryvc?" -mv' ]

.. By his own admmsion, ?rwdent Car- "
ter was.caught off guard by the. Af-

ghanistan invasion.because he trusted
his .summit partner, Leonid L Brezh-

nev, who ha blandly denied that the -

Soviets had aggression in mind. After- -
ward, Carterlamented that the Sovxet
leaderhadhedtohlm. AR R
Certainly, the: evidence: was ‘availa-
ble to the president: that. the-Soviets .
were preparing to strike across the Af-

.ghan: border. Last September, a.top--

secret report of the Senate Foreign Re-..
lations -Committee laid out.the proba-- «
bility of a Russian military move there
with remarkable clarity.. i.ias 0%
The report, prepared by three staff
members, was distributed to key sena-
tors on the committee.: Its’ contents

were also communicated to the Whita
House_x»u sk ks weh’ﬁi 3

I have obtained z copy of the still .

secret Sept. 21 report, titled “Develop-
ments in Afghapistan-and Possible In-

creased Soviet ‘Intervention.” I the -

president had read it, he might have
been less taken aback by th lans

puppet with another earlier in Septem-
ber gave:the. Kremlinfmsenuany ‘two
choices:ilncreaseﬁ i “, ommitinent- in

gime godown thedram 3
The. réason: the. Bussians; ,taced this
decislon-the report explained; was the

deteriorating situation ini Afghanistan.:* the Afghan rebels could-be beaten by a.
Noting . “wldespread _but._ uncoordin-"*
- ated insurgencxes

Syin ‘all pam -of
the oountry,". the report added:.;Ex

tensive Soviet material support to-
‘gether with several thousand military
‘advisers,’ have enabled the regime to

retain a tenuous hold on power. The .
_government's posmon contmues to

. erode, however.”

The report cited intelh ence wam-f-"
ings of. “t;!'xe somewhat increased readi- -

"pess of or:e Soviet airborne division 1o .

5_a doviet xmhtary district adjacent to
- Afghanistan,” and speculated that the
33t

ssians . were conceérned about ihe -

possible need to_protect or evacuate . QOctober, Pakistani Foreign Minister"
5,000 to 6,000 Soviets.

. But the report also. raised the possn-
blhty that the Russians’ increased mili-
Ctary readiness in the area might re-
flect “an unfolding.coherent plan to °
.'intervene massively. to support [Af-
. .ghan President Hafizullah] Amin.” In -
thxs instance, of course, there was a.
. massive intervention, but one that rg
sulted in President. Amms overthrow
and execution. . .
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‘tors that were “pushing -Moscow to-

ward deeper mmtary mvolvement in

. Afghanistan:

.neighbor dating back to the czars. -
1 "s Hopes that a Marxist ally might™

India'and Iran.:* .
. » Desire for a buffer
" » The need to show.the United States
‘that the Soviets woulrI t Jet 1ts hands
be tied by detente; 3% sty-» -

i e “The creeping’i muitary logic" that

.little more Russian involvement.. .-
4 Three factors;“influencing Moscow

The committee report li;sted fwe fac— =

;% e Traditional i{usslan de51gns on. its

dd-to Soviet. influence:on Paklstan ‘

x;,:, 4
B

report, another knowledgeable source

.10 be very. cautlous” s were also listed in - |

YR S e X

the report: Soviet fears that they'd be
upable to control Amin, that they|
might get bogged down in a Vietnam
situation, and that the United States
might show “assertiveness” by taking
counteraction elsewhere, or maybe Kkil-
ling. the. strategxc .arms hmxtatxon
treaty (SALT ID.., . e

In addition to the Senate commxttee

BT

‘gave the Carter administration a solid-
early warning of the Soviet attack. In--

Agha Shahi told the Senate-committee-
and Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vancex
“flat out that the Soviets were building *

__up.for a move, into Afghanistan. and-

then Pakistan,” sources told my repor-
ters Dale Van Atta and Hal Straus. . x4
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